
HHS PTSA / SEPTA PARENT MEETING MINUTES
1/24/22 6:30 pm VIA ZOOM

COVID: protocol update; process for changes; mitigation and success w/outbreak prevention.
Policies and procedures around COVID-19 continue to change. The school administrators' time
and efforts are spent navigating these frequent changes. And, importantly, they have
succeeded at keeping the school open and the kids in school, and there have been no
outbreaks at school. There were many affected staff members several weeks ago, which
resulted in a tough couple of weeks, but things have improved.

The policies at HHS (in the District) lag behind the policies recommended by the CDC because
of the system, which is: when the CDC makes a new recommendation, NYS then decides
whether to adopt the recommendation. This step takes 7-10 days. Once the NYS Dept of Health
makes a recommendation, then each local school district determines whether that
recommendation is applicable. This can take an additional week. In total, it can take 2-3 weeks
from the time of a CDC recommendation to see the implementation in HOH.

The Superintendents meet with the Department of Health every Monday morning. The
Westchester County Department of Health distributes the memos with the official guidance for
Westchester school districts.

The newest regulations/changes related to student athletes can be found here. If you have any
questions about what is recommended for your child regarding vaccinations or returning to
school, speak with your pediatrician.

In addition, the school nurses have been significantly extending themselves to manage the
frequent changes in regulations, contact tracing of students (which is no longer required, but is
an extra step that Hastings has taken to protect each other).

Thanks to these hard-working nurses are appreciated!

Midterm Exam Week: Why/Who; Structure
HHS values minimal testing to mitigate student stress.
At the same time, students have not experienced extended testing periods for the past two
years. It is anticipated that NYS Regents exams will continue, and therefore students will need
to be able to manage that experience.

This year’s midterms schedule (which begins tomorrow) was designed to balance the
management of testing stress with the learning of how to manage stress around exams.

Courses that end in a Regents exam or are honors level have been permitted to give mid-term
exams. This includes English 11, all Honors and AP classes. There are no regular classes

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kDxlpFC9BJaU2CCzXFS7NLeUkHS6LDVoCYwjzDTU_8g/edit
https://files.constantcontact.com/00d112ef301/1e7871c2-39d3-4105-b368-064062d0df0d.pdf


during mid-term week (1/25-1/28). Students are permitted to stay home if they do not have an
exam. Students are also permitted to come to school if they are completing assignments or
seeking to meet with teachers or have access to the library. Recreational hanging out at school
is not encouraged.

Other classes are not offering mid-terms. There is an intent to discontinue mid-term exams in
the future. Most likely more classes will have FINAL exams, even if they didn’t have a midterm
exam. This schedule will come out in May/June, 3 weeks in advance.

Racial Equity Day - February 2, 2022: Theme/Topic; Description; Structure
This is the second annual Racial Equity Day, organized by the Racial Equity Committee.

There is a full day of programming around the theme of Environmental Justice, including a
movie, “Sacrifice Zone,” speakers and workshops. The logistics of the day necessitated making
it a remote learning day. This is because of the copyright challenges of pushing the movie to all
the classrooms (vs viewing a webinar) and the challenges of contact tracing if students are
choosing different workshops to attend.

Attendance will be taken recurrently at different periods throughout the day.

Thanks to the Racial Equity Committee for organizing this event.

SEL Screener: BOE Presentation 12/6/21
The Social Emotional Learning survey was conducted earlier this year and provides valuable
insight in the effects of the pandemic on learning and school connectedness among students in
HOH. The results were presented at the Board of Ed meeting on 12/6/21. The video is here and
the presentation begins at 1:08:30. The accompanying slide deck can be found here.

The survey will be readministered in February and will provide a more comprehensive
comparison.

Student Self Advocacy Discussion
The after-school period of 2:45-3:15 is used for Academic Coaching, when students often
approach teachers for extra help.

Parents should be aware that there are additional opportunities for extra help in the
before-school time, during lunch, or during study halls (if schedules align).

For students who find it difficult to approach their teachers, they can reach out to their guidance
counselors, or Mr. Adipietro or Ms. Hardesty. Parents are also able to initiate that conversation
with a teacher, which may be particularly helpful for 9th or 10th grade students.

Parents can also help by working with students to frame a question to open the door to a
conversation.

In the event that a student has been turned away by a teacher, Mr. Adipietro would like to be
made aware (after the teacher has been addressed directly).

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EjG0TVavZECNkq95c0uOVy8s6GpEOKZ9Sf-Rn2GQs-0/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cj7vkS8b9Q8
https://events.locallive.tv/events/59815
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oKucU-EGP9cnZs_65UHjwviize67yyO0eqQ9RXBQFPU/edit#slide=id.g35f391192_00


Ms. Kocur has started a new program this year, Freshman Seminars, to meet with all the 9th

grade students. These seminars aim to teach students how to navigate the HHS experience,
and provide her with the opportunity to get to know the freshman class.

As scheduling changes are being considered across the Farragut campus, academic coaching
might get abolished.

PTSA Announcements
Check out the very useful class-specific information at the Counselor's Corner, Winter Edition.

We encourage our parents and students to send in NICE EMAILS to thank anyone whose
work you appreciated this semester!

Upcoming Events:

● January 26 - Parenting in the Age of Climate Anxiety  
● January 27 - Superintendent's Forum Moderated by PTSA & SEPTA join the meeting

here at 6:30PM
● Upcoming PTSA event: Sharon Maxwell PHC and her daughter Chelsea Maxwell

Ed.M. provide an evening lecture on the topic of sexual health and responsibility. They
support parents in communicating their values and ethics through meaningful
dialogue.
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